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hand, and inviting him by every sort of seduction on
the other, to their own purposes; with many provoca-
tions which I cannot deny Austria to have given ; with
many motives for alarm in the critical and equivocal
appearance of things ; and without sufficient assurances
or security for protection or safety, much less for in-
demnification or recompense; I cannot feel anything
like resentment against measures which are taken with
a view to relief against present sufferings and to future
safety.

6 But, with all this, there is one view of the matter
which seems to arise out of your correspondence, that
I confess would very much diminish the charity with
which on other grounds the conduct of the Elector-
might be considered. If he is not driven to the*
measure by necessity, and if he does not merely pro-
pose to avert present ruin by an accommodation with
the enemy, but if it is an affair of political specula-
tion and he is carrying himself to the best bidder, I
shall think his conduct as dishonourable as I am
already convinced that it is in every view impolitic and
imprudent.'

On the occasion of Lord Minto's first audience with
the Emperor subsequent to the removal of Count de
Lehrbach, he was received in the most gracious manner
and with more than usual civility. In the course of
November the Emperor professed an intention of re-
turning to the army; a measure which on this occa-
sion probably met with small encouragement. jBaron